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• A.J. Holmes (aka Vanishing Breed) is a
Singer-Songwriter from London, currently
living in Berlin. 

• The Album has been co-produced by Anne
Laplantine and Sculpture.

• File under: Africa (Hi-Life), Singer-
Songwriter, Electronica 

Tracklisting:

1) Intro: The Story of the New Electric Hi-Life

2) Lumumba; Berlin Sex City

3) Schloss Lanke

4) Nino

5) Happiness is going to kill me

6) Home

7) For Export Only

8) Gracefully Disgracefully Vanishing

9) I wanted to be a visual artist

10) Still nothing to declare...

11) Outro: Last of the Summer Alomo
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Once in a while, at a certain point of their career musicians decide not to
give their work some lyrical title, but simply name it after themselves. Often
this decision is taken in order to convey that they have reached a point
where their music is unique and inseparable from them. Vanishing Breed is
one of these. 

After two records, he takes the step towards making music only under his
own name. Now Vanishing Breed is called just like man behind it - A.J.
Holmes. Furthermore, the bold album title "The King of the New Electric Hi-
Life" tells the listener: Here's someone who takes royal pride in presenting
his music, and that music is West-African Hi-Life folk tradition imbued in
finest electronica. Fans of his music will remember: Already on his first
E.P., "The seasons" (Static Caravan, 2003), his striking vocals conjured up
the "New Electric Hi-Life", on the track "Bird at daybreak". 
Hi-Life is a genre originally from West Africa: 1999 in London's East End,
A.J. Holmes became the neighbour of Hi-Life musician Folo Graff, an
emigrant from Sierra Leone. There he taught Holmes to pick the guitar in
the palm wine style of Hi-Life. 

"Effectively uplifting" is what the German weekly paper "Die Zeit" called his
way of playing the guitar on his longplayer debut, "Between Arrival and
Departure" (Pingipung 08, November 2005). Since then, Holmes has been
refining his technique, and through the use of his digital technology (and
that of London producer Sculpture) he managed to arrive at something
totally and delightfully unique: the New Electric Hi-Life. 

The King Of The New Electric Hi-Life is West-African tradition turned into a
contemporary example of British/European modern pop: This is the formula
from which A.J. Holmes develops irresistible dance tracks like "Lumumba
Berlin Sex City", instrumentals with a fragile swing like "Schloss Lanke", 
pop tunes with earworm qualities like "For Export Only", or heart-warming
love songs like "Nino". 

However, A.J. Holmes isn't only one, but many, because the album has just
as many different faces, atmospheres and ethnic influences as the currently
Berlin-based Brit himself. Anne Laplantine as well as João Orecchia, Robert
Truscott and Shintaro Taketani support him musically, and his tracks are
crowned by his own emotional and sometimes self-ironic lyrics. 

Previous releases by A.J. Holmes as "Vanishing Breed": 

• The Seasons (2x7" Static Caravan, 2003)
• Between Arrival and Departure (CD/LP Pingipung, 2005) 
• Imagine (Contribution to the compilation "Pingipung Blows: The Brass", 2007) 

A.J. Holmes is also a founding member of London's pack of musical
pranksters "They came from the stars I saw them" and part of the Berlin-
based african rumba big band „Les Beaux Gosses de Berlin“. 

The artist is available for interviews in Berlin or via Email / Phone. 
A tour is planned for Autumn 2007.

www.myspace.com/ajholmesthekingofthenewelectrichilife


